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limelight. Who does not recall an oral lesson, or maybe a
continuous lecture, most likely on a literary or historical
theme, which has acted as a strong stimulus to individual
effort, and has even marked a turning-point in successful
study? No derisive references to chalk and talk should there-
fore blind us to the value of the collective lesson as a means of
inspirational teaching, though we must remember that the
intellectual life can no more be supported by inspiration than
the physical life can be supported by tonics.
And of school The argument for the collective lesson, used
broadcasting in moderation, holds good also for listening to
broadcast talks.
Reference was made in an earlier chapter to the more
general influence of broadcasting, and to the kinds of broadcast
talks that have been found most useful. So far as schools and
children are concerned the great thing to remember is that
talking is not teaching, and that for children nothing can take
the place of personal contact. An oral lesson, as distinguished
from a talk or lecture, consists in the free and unimpeded
exchange of ideas. The claim has, indeed, been made for
broadcasting that it gives children a definite training in careful
and attentive listening to a continuous discourse. But the
ability to listen for a fairly prolonged period, unless it be to a
thrillingly interesting story, is not a common attribute of
childhood, and it is to be doubted whether there is much scope
for this kind of training which is not sufficiently provided by the
usual methods of the teacher. Continuous listening to a voice
from the void, at any rate after the novelty is worn off, one
would expect to be chiefly appropriate to adults, and it is satis-
factory to know that broadcasting is being tried as a method in
adult schools and classes. Even here, however, the talk will end
in little or nothing of value, unless it be regarded as supple-
mentary or introductory to the teacher's work and to serious
study. This is pretty evident when one finds that the range of